UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: February 23, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on February 11, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Construction and Cl eanup Conplete, Commercial Ol Service
| ncorporation Site, Oregon, Ghio

On Decenber 20, 1999, a final site inspection was conducted by
Sheila Sullivan at the Comrercial O Service |Incorporation
site in Oregon, OChio. Potentially responsible parties (PRPs)
funded the two-phased $30-mllion non-tinme critical renoval
action. Phase | consisted of demolition of the boiler and
process buil dings, the |oading rack, and a radio tower; and,
renmoval of several underground tanks and the above-ground oi
and solvent tank farm Phase Il involved the treatnment and

di scharge of water and | eachate; construction of onsite Toxic
Subst ances Control Act (TSCA)-approved contai nnent cells for
pol ychl ori nat ed bi phenyls (PCB)-contam nated dewat ered sl udges
and soils; stabilization of about 200,000 cubic yards of

cont am nat ed sl udges and soils placed in landfill cells
covered by a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
hazardous waste landfill cap; placenent of clean fill,
regradi ng, and seeding; fencing of landfill areas;

institutional controls; and, groundwater and renmedy nonitoring
prograns.
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A regional newspaper article indicated that Oregon City
counci |l nmenbers who recently toured the site were pleased with
the results of the renoval. The final PRP construction report
is currently being reviewed by the United States Environnental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 5, and a Pollution Report
is expected during the second quarter of Fiscal Year 2000.

Contacts: Sheila Sullivan (312-886-5251)
Ri chard Murawski (312-353-6721)

Consent Decree Entered (Past Costs & Renedi ate Groundwater),
Organic Chem cals, Inc. Superfund Site, Grandville, M chigan

On February 7, 2000, Judge Enslen signed the consent decree
and entered it as a final judgnent in U S. v. Abitibi Price
Corporation, et al., Civil Action No. 1:99-CV-428, U S.
District Court for the Western District of M chigan, Southern
Di vision. Under the Abitibi Price consent decree, 43 parties
settled their potential liability to the United States in
connection with the Organic Chemcals, Inc. (OCl) Superfund
site in Gandville, Mchigan, pursuant to Conprehensive

Envi ronment al Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) Sections 106(a), 107(a) & 122(a).

Under the terns of the Abitibi Price consent decree, the
settling defendants shall conplete the groundwater renmedy for
the OCl site, and shall pay virtually all of the U S. EPA s
costs, less consideration for an orphan share that the U S.
EPA decided the settling defendants were to receive.
Specifically, the consent decree provides that settlors shal
pay the U S. EPA Superfund $3.3 mllion in past costs,
interest on the $3.3 mllion since the tinme of the CERCLA
Section 122(e) Special Notice and Demand |letter, and U. S.
EPA's costs in overseeing settlors' performance of the
groundwat er renedy.

Contacts: Jerone P. Kujawa (312-886-6731)
Thonmas Wl lianms (312-886-6157)

Conmpl ai nt _Settl ed, Zoll Foods Corporation (Subsidiary of
ConAgra, Inc.), South Holland, Illinois

On February 7, 2000, U S. EPA filed a Consent Agreenent and
Final Order to resolve the Adm nistrative Conplaint that was
filed on June 17, 1999, against Zoll Foods Corporation (a
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subsi diary of ConAgra, Inc.), South Holland, Cook County,
I1linois. The Conplaint alleged that the Respondent failed to
i medi ately notify the National Response Center about a 1,100
pound rel ease of anhydrous ammoni a that occurred on August 23,
1998. The notification was over three days late. The
Respondent has agreed to pay a cash penalty of $14,000 to
Superfund. The paynent nust be made within 30 days.

Contact: Janmes Entzm nger (312-886-4062)

Carbon Di oxide Injection Systemlnstalled, Fisher-Calo
Superfund Site, Kingsbury, Indiana

Construction of a carbon dioxide injection system was

conpl eted for seven groundwater extraction wells and began
operation in January 2000 at the Fisher-Calo Superfund site in
Ki ngsbury, Indiana. The installed carbon di oxi de system was
needed to prevent extrene iron precipitation and fouling that
was occurring in the extraction wells and punps.

The Fisher-Calo site renmedy involves a punp & treatnment system
for four groundwater plumes and enhanced soil vapor extraction
of soil areas. The property had been used for sol vent
recycling operations.

Contact: Jeff Gore (312-886-6552)

Meeting, Community Advisory G oup. DePue/ New Jersey Zi nc/ Mbi
Chem cal Corp. Superfund Site, DePue., Illinois

On February 9, 2000, Dan Bl anco, Chairman, opened the neeting
of the DePue Community Advisory Goup (CAG for the DePue/ New
Jersey Zinc/ Mobil Chem cal Corp. Superfund site in DePue,
Il1linois. JimFrank, who represents the DePue Group, a group
of potentially responsible parties (PRPs), gave updates on the
interimwater treatnent plant upgrade, stornmwater runoff

di versi on, phosphogypsum stack closure, renedial investigation
of the soil and groundwater and the village water line. Dr.
Sabine Lowe, Illinois State University, gave a presentation on
mut ageni city and future effects of heavy netals exposure on
the white-footed nouse. Dr. Lowe is |ooking for Superfund
sites to conduct research.

The CAG agreed to have the Illinois Environnmental Protection
Agency (lllinois EPA)/U. S. EPA, DePue G oup, CAG and Illinois
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Departnment of Natural Resources explain, as it relates to the
CAG, their role, goals, responsibilities, and expectati ons.
Each group should be ready to discuss these itens at the Apri
19, 2000, neeting. At the March 15, 2000, neeting, the PRPs

wi Il discuss the proposed | and use for the DePue site (the CAG
will have a menbers only nmeeting beforehand to fornul ate
guestions and strategy for the PRPs to consider).

Contact: Oiver Warnsley (312-886-0442)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. EPA Science Fair Judges., St. Mary's School ., Park Forest,
II1inois

On January 20, 2000, U.S. EPA Staff fromthe O fice of Public
Affairs, the Water Division, and the Superfund Division
(Brownsfields and Docunents Managenent Sections) participated
as judges in the Science Fair at St. Mary's School in Park
Forest, Illinois. Displays prepared by seventh and ei ghth
grade students were judged by U S. EPA staff and ot her
conmuni ty groups.

Contacts: Deborah Or (312-886-7576)
Keary Cragen (312-353-5669)
Stuart Hill (312-886-0689)
Shirley Smth (312-353-9173)
Marilyn Jupp (312-353-3594)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Headquarters' Review, Reqgion 5 Chem cal Energency Preparedness
and Preventi on Program Chicago, Illinois

On February 8, 2000, Kathy Jones and Bill Finan representing

t he Headquarters (HQ O fice of Chem cal Energency

Prepar edness and Prevention O fice (OCEPP) conducted a review
of the Regional OCEPP program The visit to Region 5 was part
of a HQinitiative to visit and review all 10 Regi onal

Chem cal Emergency Preparedness and Prevention prograns.
During their visit to the Regional O fices, they net with the
Superfund Division Director, WIIliam Mino, the Regi onal OCEPP
program manager, Mark Horwitz, and the Region 5 OCEPP program
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staff. Topics that were discussed included nmeasures of
success, programdirection, inplenmentation of the risk
managenent pl anni ng provi sions of Section 112(r) of the Cl ean
Air Act, and assistance needed fromthe HQ OCEPP O fi ce.
Contact: Mark Horwitz (312-353-9045)

lce Storm Exercise, Canp Atterbury., |ndiana

d enn Cekus, O fice of Chem cal Energency Preparedness and
Prevention (OCEPP), participated in this exercise as a U S.
Coast Guard (USCG nenber of the Departnent of Defense (DOD)
Regi onal Energency Preparedness Liaison Oficer (REPLO) team
The REPLO teamregularly wites and conducts disaster
exercises that test the ability of DOD service units to
provi de support to civilian authorities, particularly the
Federal Emergency Managenent Agency (FEMA) during a
Presidential disaster declaration.

The exercise scenario involved a severe ice stormand blizzard
i mpacting the southeastern corner of Mchigan, particularly
the Detroit nmetropolitan area. M. Cekus acted as the
controller for Emergency Response Function 10, Hazardous
Materials, of the Federal Response Plan. 1In this capacity, he
provi ded rel evant information regarding U. S. EPA, USCG and
Canadi an Coast CGuard oil and hazardous materials response
operations, capabilities, and procedures to the DOD pl ayers in
the exercise. He also assisted the Departnent of
Transportation controller by providing expertise on USCG
hel i copter assets in the area and in establishing safety zones
in rivers inpacted by spill response operations.

Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

Ofice of Chem cal Energency Preparedness and Preventi on
Nati onal Program Manager's ©Meeting, San Francisco, California

On January 25-27, 2000, the O fice of Chem cal Emergency
Prepar edness and Prevention National Program Manager's Meeting
was held at the Region 9 Ofices in San Francisco, California.
Mark Horwitz represented the Region 5 Ofice of Chem cal

Emer gency Preparedness and Prevention (OCEPP). The prinmary
focus was on the inplenmentation of the risk managenment

pl anni ng provisions of the Clean Air Act (CAA). This was a
wor ki ng meeting which was structured around 6 breakout
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sessions. These sessions laid the framework for subsequent
wor kgroups that woul d address the issues in greater detail.
Staff nembers from OCEPP will represent Region 5 on workgroups
that will focus on devel opi ng neasures for success, a
strategic vision for chem cal safety, and the devel opnent of
an enforcenent response policy for section 112(r) of the CAA

Contact: Mark Horwitz (312-353-9045)

cc. Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
Tim Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Office Directors
ORA St ate Coordi nators
Regi onal Team Managers



